1848-1849.   DE TOOQUEYILLE ON THE 'HISTORY.'             183

CHAPTER   XXII.

1848-1849.

IN" the early months of 1848 it became clear to English eyes
that the tenure of King Louis Philippe's sovereignty over
the French nation was in peril. To few native Frenchmen
did this fact seem equally clear, and to the King himself the
least so of all.

" Vous verrez," said he to an Englishman (Mr. E. Ellice),
in 1847, "j'ai les pieds fermes dans les etriers; il n'y a rien
a craindre dans tout ceci," &c. M. Alexis de Tocqueville,
however, discerned plainly enough the signs of an unavoid-
able conflict between King and people, and sought to awaken
his countrymen to a sense of their danger, in his memorable
" discours" of January, 1848, uttered in the Chamber of
Deputies. A letter received from Paris will afford evidence
of the uneasiness which prevailed among thoughtful observers
of public affairs there, as well as in England. The -first
part of this letter relates to the new ' History of Greece,'
which (the first and second volume) had already been spoken
of favourably by French writers:

PARIS, 23rd January, 1848.

I seize with joy on the privilege of being the first to communi-
cate any incident that may give pleasure to you and our dear
Mr. Grote. It is only this.

At the last meeting of the " Academie des Sciences Morales et
Politicoes " Mr. Grote's book was not only mentioned^ but M. de
Tocqueville and M. Cousin sang a duo in its praise, which alto-
gether lasted three-quarters of an hour, and wMch ended by M. de
T. proposing " that Mr. Grote's name be put on the list of candi-
dates to be hereafter named honorary members."

All this Tocqueville told me last night. I asked "him if he had
written, or would write, and as he said "No," I told him I would.midst
